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] L IMPLICATIONS OF'HEAQ.IELEV;SIQ‘N VIEWING
/ v, . "

M - » . s B
.
' N '

* Theory and content'analysis would-suggest that political conformism is .

’ '
t -

a prime\reéult of individuals' €xposure to mass communications.: Yet there

.

is very little research treating any ‘type of politital stance as if it were
- ! R * e

a consequence of mass media use. More often, pedia consumption is taken as -

-
.

the dependent variable' -- as the mark of good c1tlzenship or an a1d in .

political activism. The result has been rather narrow and unproductive °‘ :

research in a topic nevertheless inspiring ~u‘,ained interest,chroughout the -
social sciences. C ‘“\;J . . r ’ \ C
) . . / 4 ’ ! N -, N )

Current efforts are to broaden perscecqéve on rélationships between N

{‘politiés,‘indrdiduals,\and mass media affee, 1975; /ﬁeymourrUre,'1974)
4

s+ In parallel, this paper. therefore explore the merlts of treiilng telev151on

e g — .
exposure as an independent variable kelévant to individuals. olitical interests,
. : ' Py : ' :
' . ' s
preferences, beliefs, and behaviory.

Beglnnlng with early mass cghm nlcatlon theory, ‘Lazarsfeld and Merton (1949)

present an extended argumeant thgt mass media typlcally enforce the status quo .

/

through impdct on individuals. They smiss ‘concern about harmful effects of
propaganda. More important, hef suggest, is a second peril, namely that

! . .
consumption of mass media c--teﬁt renders the public conformative to the social
/ . . :

| ofder. Inasmuch. as mass meflia are supported by businesses geared into sdcial !
o / .

> ', N ’ »
and leconomic systems, Lazafsfelld and Merton reason there is no logical alternative

but for them to exert congervatizing social force. They doubt that even minor

e

change comes of mass commynications; instead, they speculate that mass media have D

cemented social structuref. | : , . .
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Bogart*éZ) re1terates Lazarsfeld and Merton's argument that

iddrvrdual-level conservatism follows from commercial control of mass media.

¢ .

In particular, he notes that television "entertainment' is important for its
political implications: '

' - The problem which television poses, both to the student
and to the policy maker, is not that it .has brought about *
any major qualitative tranmsfo ion in the mores, values, )
or cultural standards of the publig,- It is, rather that -
“ television content expresses the prevailing standards and
T delivers them with enormeus impact within the home for more
hours of the day than any media has ever done before (p.64).

v

-Like Bogart, Breed (1958) and Gerbner (1973) advance the proppsition that

med ia expoSure contrlbutes to the/malntenance of soc1a1/order Breed argues

) . ’ @ -

that manifest media content reinforces tradltlon as it repeatedly expresses
and dramatizes'acceptbd patterns of behavior. Additionayly, through "reverse"

content analysis, he suggests that mass media support the status quo by omission.

I} 4
\ s

Among items not publis%&@}(or jﬁdged not likely to be published), many he analyzed
dealt with politics and religion, matters of controversy. Gerbner refers to a

. , .
"cultural politics" of mass communication. A particular consequence of viewing

prime-time television drama, he suggests, is that existing power is conserved
¢ T

“and maintained. ¢ ’ .

In: support of 2 more limited proposrtxon that Specific aspects of .

" television content affirm(existing power structures, there is an abundance of

content analytic¢ research. Dating from the early 50's “to the present, this
“reSearch consfstently implies the conclusion that television encourages conformity
| cf. Wright, 1975). HOverall, network programming seems to fit the need for

ocial order, judging by its pervasi%?, systematic distortions of reality. As

N

‘yy




| .
3 . b ‘I l z

<
] > and i

a familﬁar example of this distortion TV .crime never pays. Some chasing
J . .
may be required but criminal characters aIWays are appreheuded by the ‘sure v
[ . .
hand of the law or thé private eye. ‘PrLSoners dre brought to trial with
J \

. -

|
speed. And~at the close of court pr%ceedings, punishments are prudently
/

- \
administered, usually with remorse o¢ both sides. [ there is no remorse,

transgressors most often are portrayéd as insane or inhuman.

J
Obviously TV programs do not describe crime anq punishment as it occurs

in real life.  Rather, asdfiji/£19545 observes, TV‘4 distortions rgﬁrgseﬂt . *
eds '

t
. ' . . L ’ .
social values, wishes, an Indicating the sfrengéh of the-morality
enforcement theme in television, characteristics of/TV-hefoes might be

" considered. 1In Smyfhe's (1953) analysis of a week's programs broadcast in

| : -~

|
New York City, semantic differentiatiom revealed that heroes embody a

magnificent array of normally Gnattainab social n@Fals. They are clean, .
: e ' Fov - .
brave, kind, fair, loyal, homest, and attractive} \ not only are.opposing - ‘
s ‘ r | } i . .

villains beaten in attempting to wregt power, they are depicted as ugl , dirty,
pting P | ~dep ugly y

and plainly undesirable I .

According to recent content’ analys s of televLéion drama, the benc is the
‘same today as in the 50's. The fpcus of ttencio? remains on the preservation
. ]

of moral, social, and/or global order by unreal h@roes who represent loci of
r’ - - ,
social power. This Is quite apparent in w sterns and action-adventure Series

’.

as well as’ in crime shows (Gerbner 1972). Mor# subtly, it is likesze the

point of most comedy and variety shows, whos 7Lmor depends ‘on mo*kery of the .,

-deviant,.and of soap operas, 'family" progr ; angd dbctor -lawyer shows which

i

enact conventional stratggigs,for coping with’physical, familial, Legal, and




,morai stress (Goodlad, 1971).- Not surprisingly, a wave of current'reéearch

. on te1evision\draws parallels between the real-life political powerleQSness

’
, !

-

of women dnd ninority groups, and v prégfamming (Seggarband‘Wheeler, 1974
v Higton, Seggar, Northcott, and Fontes, 1974; Turow, g;;A Tedesco, 19745 o~ 7L

Seggar, 1975; McNeil, 1975). L ) .
Over and above evidence suggesting that television drama preserves and )
¢ fosters establifhed sociopolitical practices, TV news gnd commercials seem

— '

v equally prone to glorify existing patterns of power and to denigrate minotities

.

.

through misrepresentation underrepresentation, and/or stereotyping. For example,
e commerc1als quite clearly a351gn trivial power to wooen. Content analyses .

concur that Wom%n , when portrayed, are most often young neusewives ;sing/kitchen .

or Bathroom products in the service of men (Courtne& and Whippie, 1974 ; Doaminick

.

and Rauch,€1972). As for TV news, its resemblance to TV drama is well noted

(Lang and Lang, 1953; Boorstin, 1961; Wolf, 1973; Larsos, 1974). Like drama,

AN network news originates from a‘quest for profit through broad-baSed appeal;

infringements an individuale rerely are coVeren (Clark, 1968). Conventionality
~ ¥

is furthér implied by the fact that TV news is threatened by government regulation,

.
»

weak as it might really be (Philpot 1973).




S i THE RESEARCH PROBLEM

-

- . .
~ -
N .

Despite- theory and antent analysis implioating‘political conformism

-

{ _??,:‘
as a mdjor conSequence of television viewing, ondy a few empirical studies
relate to the question. One (Hartmann and Husband, 1972) conéiders miss

. . . . . , o ! <

media's contribution to continued colonialist thought in Great Britain.‘ In

. an.analysis of the freqéency qﬁ racial conflict themes used by secondary

—

v

schOolchildren duting openended questioning, such themes were found significantly .

more often among children from areas with few: -- not many -- immigrants. As ‘
. ~
a source of racial information, the children cited mass media more often than
° -~

L,

those from areas with greater numbers of ifmigrarts. - S

"

) K LT Weigel and “essor (1973) test the hypothesis that heavy psychological
‘involvemenﬁ with television is related'to’conventional social values, attitudes,

and behavior. Among two samples of high school and of college students, they.

v P

A . -

o found general support for the conventionality prediction. Traditiohal values //(

were endorsed and deviant behavior was avoided more by those scor;ng hlgh on an

d—

- involvegent index, than by low scorers. Some of.the_“deviantf behaviors were

‘ . R -0

lying, cheating, and marijuana use. Traditional-values inc luded religiosity,

and desire for academic recognition. The index of television: lnvolvement
’ A K4 //- .y ‘ -

combined exoosure,importf!ceaof’thg,medium for informacidn,and,entertainment,

[
3

. . i — . _1
and coptribution of TV to respondents’ vieqs on four sociopolitical issues.

- - - .
\ [N . < 7 L]

Finally, Robinson and dekih (1976) f£ind primary dependence on television
for information related to favorable vieWs of Wallace and Nixon, and to less
.o { )
"favorable views of the more liberal Humphrey. .In their secondary analysis of

m — A . -
*

"1968 Survey Resiarch Center data, controls for age, education, income, and
) ‘:fn“,’ i
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pelitical party did hot‘much affect chac relationship. The researchers

l 1

5p°culate that televisiog cd/ﬂent provokes féﬁf and anx1ety, and thus,

perhaps, conservative political preferences.

E4

Notably% none of these existing studies deals with exposure to routine’//)f

[
‘

television content. 'In the case of Hartmann and Husband; ekposure to mass .
+ . L‘ )

media réally is not a variable. Weigel and Jessor build into their involvement
index dependency on TV as a source of, political orientations. Far Robinson

.

~and Zukin, the measure is reliance on telewision just for information, relative

to other media. Secondly, these three studies deal with political conformism’
M £

“indirectly, and only in specific, limited ways. ' .
-7 .
\contrast, in this paper %Fleyision content in itself and as a whole
is takenyio en:ourage the'political status quo. Te test the proposifipn tgat
i ’ ) \
TV expos&;e encouraées political conformism, simple viewing therefore is the
\ ‘

independent varie?le, along with appropriate controls,

By

. 14

" _The dependent variable, political conformism, is defined as compliance

with existing power structures. But this might take private or public form,

[

and it might be practieed for a number of reasoms. Immediately, we think

4

of what might be called "structural" conformism, springing from a generai view

Vo s :
that social change, and thus political change; is unnecessary. But, as suggested
- ,’ L3

by Robinson and Zekin, conformis ad as well arise from fear, as a defensive

—

measure. Consequently, £ asPectsiof politiEal bonformiSm w11l be considered

in reIation,/g/;eievision viewing (1) psychological conformism, (2) passive

'conformiSm, (3) structural conformism, agd (4) defensive conformism.

R '
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: Interv1ews lasted‘about one hour, - .

|
!
‘?‘
.o - R

’ "Heavy viewers" (4 hours or more daily) total 484 Eliminated frdm consiTeration

. ﬁ/ - METHOD - .. o

4 ¥

Measures appropriate to -test the rélationghip between political

conformism and television viewing were found in existing survey data:: last

' year's "General Social Survey" by the Natdional Opinion Research Center,

The sample jncludes ~1490 noninstitutiona;iiEd adults (18 years and older),
distributed throughout the nation, A combination of block quota and full
probability sampling techniques was’ used, half and helf, bb¢th subsamples

& I
representing the same universe.

.

Data were elicited by trained interviewers; in respondents' homes. R <

.

‘All but one queSt nnaire item == the one ascertaining telev1510n v1ewrgg --

N

‘had been adked in [previous surveys. A wide variety of toplce\ijjy'covered

.

such as polltlcs, ex, rellglon child-rajsing, and personal fulfillment.‘

—

§

v i . .o
”

: .
Independent Variable ) i

+

As alneasure of television viewing, resbondents were-asked: "On the /
. . /

average day, about how many hours do you personally watch television7" Mbst

often, three hours of viewing was the reply. ; Fifty-seven respondents #aid
el .
[N . i ¥
their average was nil. - :
For a comparativé’ "pure case" analysis, Ewo viewing grqups\\jre defined ‘;f

¢

by breaks on each side of the television viewing median, This puts 650 ; fﬂt%;
v vy
respondents into_the "light~viewer" category ( 1 or 2 hours of TV a da&). }f’“

1

were 291 median viewers, and the 57 nonviewers who 1lie outSLde the distrijutlon :

—

of consern. ' ' ‘




Dependent Variables , . . ' ’ T
Structural conformism, is manifested by reluctance to approve government

activity designed to chgnge social, political and economic statuses. In

~
& #*

the NORC data, this is indicated by respondents -views on seven-policy questio

On 4 five point scale, respondents registered agreement (5 strdngest;

I

1= weakest) with statements such as these-
v‘ \ A
Government should do even more. to sdive our
. country's problems. . ) [
L . B " :
’ * Govermment ought to reduce the income difference between
rich and poor ‘-- perhaps ‘by raising taxes for

. . " the wealthy or by giving income assistance to . . Y
the poor. - O .
Y M R —~ ! .
Government should see to it that black and white
children gb' to the same schools. . g

N .
. P . -
t

For each. such item,
/

agreement than light viewers.
/

viewers//are predicted to say thal exist

heaVy television viewers are expected to register less
Conversgly, heavy viewers, more than light

government policy generally™~is L

right. This should be reflected by agsecond measure of structural conformi8m5

C s

.known as political ;;ust .- ' o

s
-

. ; How much of the time do you think you can. .trust the <
oL goverament in Washington to do what. is right -- Just 7.
' L about always (4), most of the fime . (3), only some Gf , S/
7 S the time (2), or none of the time (1)7 - e
/_ . . -
// Passive conformism i8 a matter of poli/ical inactivity in the public sphere.

!
- Whatever the individual s preferences without some. Sort of

A

?vert ctivity,
; ,
Fewer heayy TV viewers

v

support inevitably is cast to the existing situation.

than light vieweg: thus are expected (1) 'to belong to a "¢lub or organization

£
° w
- . -




1

/-

k]
r

(2) to report voting in the . 1974 Congressional e1ection (3) to report votlng'&

.

in the 1972 Pre81dentia1 e1ection. .o - ’ . \

— . . 4

it represents the absence of mental activity relevant to politics, Specifica}Iy,

— N
) -

this would be expressed as low-~ 1 political interest. In tue NORC survey,
such interest was ascertained as,ﬁol ows : e 7 : \ .

Some "people seem to follow what’s gding on-in gove nment

< ~  and public affairs, whether there is an election gqing
. L///’//// ,on or not. Ochers aren't that interested. - Would you say
.

e — N

L

]

- '11bera1" throﬁgh 'very conServative "
- 14// ' /

s level: . .
A .
/ H

L - . Generally spea ng, would you say that most people.

A v1ewers, given their ch01ce of~an array of"fgditical orie tations

‘ j nfear/of being taken adu‘htage of " 1!
” 3 / . ’

- y__ follow what's going on in govertment and public affairs
2 . most of the time :(%4), some of the time (3), only now’and :
: . then (2_ or/hardly at,all (1)?, , . -

s

Compa\ed{to 11 viewers, heavy viewers' political.interest’should be lewer,

1mi;ari///h;avy vieweTSHTééscIiﬂiigf\gf personal political viéws ts expected '

to reflect lesser concern with. political chan
. /
themSelves politic moderate" or "middle of the ro‘ . “ge often than light

Y - 3

._They are’ predicted to/iabel

& —
M s
/ bl 13 -

{on abcn\ut conflict, .

5

By definltionv,defensive conformism involvesfa’/rehen‘
/ ,
/ 4
or s e fear .or anxiety ‘in regard to soiia& interactio
. /
dex ("faith i//people") is used To measure this ‘cencept at the inEerpersonal

A three item Summary

- - by

v

- >
. “ - '

.

///,,,,a/;:::”;sychologica1 conformism is the cognitive egulvalent of passive/conformism, .
L

. : a. can be trysted (or that you can't be too car ?
, try’,to be 'helpful (or that they look o L8 -
) themse lves?)? - ' . ‘,,/”f'.’
e /’ c. try to take advantage of. you (or try to b fair)? [ - .
" ?essimis;{; responSes to two of three index items are taken to indicate .




Bt vmnars v e sammmomen

.

H ! ! . b
At the national level, two single itemsare taken to measure defensive”

LIRS

conformismr * .
Do you expect the United States tb fight in another - ‘
war within the next ten years? . ' /// for
~
. ~ + Do you think it will be best for the futurt of thid - . .
country if we take an active part in world affairs, .
5 h ‘ o‘r if we stay'out of world affa1ré'7 o

VR 4

More hea\ry telev1s ion viewers are predicted to expect war and internatiomal

]
'_#nflict than light viewers. . g , v . ‘ -

Control Variables ) e . J

-, Disregarding hours of television viewing per day, r‘e;pondentsi sex,‘ J

»

»
t

race, age, and education provide 1ndependent bases for predicting political
_— . .
conformism. In cases of significant differences between light and heavy

viewer groups on ma_]or dependent vaniables; these factors therefore will be

controlled However, specific differences in political conformlsxn w111.not

\

be considered as theyjccur withln and across control grodps. Insofar a

S -
1

this paper explores questions regarding any-

1 /’/
television viewing and political c}n%{mism,\
; .

of minor interest. / .//’/ ,

» ‘




RESULTS

Beginning ana"sis with consideration of structural conformLSm among

— the heavy andé&ighc viewers, Table 1 indicates that heavy TV-viewers are

more likely to advocate social change through government action. Contrary

‘to predlctlon, they favor government action to a significantly greater extent

than light viewers. Heavy viewers are more likely to approve government

reduction of the’ income gap, vigorous efforts Rt school integration, ‘assistance

with health costs, improved stamdards of 1livi g for blacks and the poor, and
~ LS +3 i

overall increase in attempts to solve the/country's problems. Also, they
M ¢

increased spending on domestic
R .
.

problems through cuts in the defense'gudget, but this difference does not

- . 1

Conventional levels of significance. s ' N

sex, race, age, and education for the six policy questiomns
: 7 . . \
Ily significant differences between heavy and light viewers,

 Controlling

"reflecting statist

.A!

the relatlonshlp'ﬁe een TV viewing and s;rucsurallngnponformiSm generally is

maintained (Table 2) Except in the case of the nonwhite subgroup (n = 126),

.3 - .
a11 t-values in Table 2 are negative indiéating for this analysis conszstently

greater desire for government action among heavy viewer subgroups., With a few

exoeptions! these £-values also are statistically significant, at the .05 level

~
2

- 'of prebability, or better. ) "o

N

lack of ev1dence for structural conf%rmism among heavy as opposed to light

IV viewers comes too from comparing ievels*ﬁf political trust across the two'

>

viewer groups. The result' mean trust does not differ perceptibly or significantly

c = 0.6).% , . . N\




However, from analysis of heavy and light viewers' polifical activi %es

(Table 3),-it appears tﬁat‘geavy viewers tend to'conform,to existing,power_

\}

LY

structures publicly if not privately. Significantly fewer hold membership in
'

any club’ or organization, and s1gn1f1cant1y fewer report voting either in 1972

\

or in 1974, 1In eath case, the difference in activitz_ii_at_lea§t,tuelve—percent"—'_'____—

in favor of light viewers. Table 4 indicates that this relationship between

N

viewing and passive conformism holds for both sexes and under 30/30 and over
* / ’
"

age groups. Fuz;her, it holds for whites and the high school educated. However,

it fails for nomwhites and for those with some college.
Support is gained-for the prediction that heavy TV\Qié?ers conform
psychologically to the status quo. Mean political interest is 51gnifican£1y

P . ’ : . ’ T
lower for the heavy TV group (Table 5), a pattern of respofse which holds for. . , -

males, both age groups and the white majority. For nonwhit T—Fgain 1ight and
heavy viewers do not differ 51gnificant1y on the measure of political conformism. el
Neither do the college educated viewers. Among the high school eduéated'group

political interest is considerably- lower for‘heavy viewers, hut 'the difference

is not quite significant.’ : . '

\Psychological confprmisw also is suggested by the labels viewing/groups- S ‘
attach to their—poirticai—orieutations—~ As ptedicted more heavy viewers call- """ . ’

themselves politically "moderate" or "middle of the road" than light viewers

(44% Vs, 372, t=2,33, px 01). ,~.
Finally, Tables 6 and 7 indicate Significantly greater defensive conformism

-

among heavy v viewers. Compared to light viewers, more-report apparent fear




. . C g
@ o - v S R
3 ‘ -
’ ¢ N
.. - v ' ’ * )
of intetrpersonal interaction. ' On the national -level,- a greater percentage .

.- expects war wifhin ten years, and more say it would be better if the United -
States entirely avoided world affairs. Except for the nomvhite subgroup,

1s pattern of respouse holds generally -- for males and females, ydung_and.

old, high school and ,college educated viewers alike.
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Support was lent to the proposition that televisionqviewing is an

’

rtant factor in three of the four aspects of political conformism under

consideration, Heavy television viewers showed significantly less political

activity, lass psychological 1nvolvement, and more apprehension in refgard to
interpersonal‘\hd national relations than did light viewers However, there

. - Y
was negative support™for .the idea that heavy viewers are committed intgllectually
: . ’ ; i
to the status’'quo. The analysis indicated just the opposite, that they advocate
Te oy - . * ’ 4

» \ / ' . © .« ¢,  DISCUSSION ' S

. . B
. more social change through governmentraction than light viewers. Why might

¢ -

this be?

2

One likely @xplanation for heavy vdgwers structural'nonconfoémism comes

LN

aften considering possible dynamics of the three supported aspects of political

confonnism analyzed in this paper. The picture is one of tlm:Ldlty, ambl,?lence,

=

and some fear of involvemenf If these terms accurately describe the heavy

viewer, then the desire for govermment action -- in the form of aid and assistance

. ‘

to\societp and its smaller members ~-- fits well. Heavy viewers might be skeking

’

protection for themselves and others. We know violence is a éreat‘part of
television;content; perhaps it is responsible for this pattern of respouse, as

Robinson and Zukin (1976) suggest, * - .

.
.

: i Alte:nltiVely, structural conformism can be reconsidered definitionally

! e ok

To the extent that televiSLon functions to preserve and foster society as an
entity, a diSposition to aid weaker members of the public might be taken to be
the conformist" response. For example, it can be argued that improving

standards of life, and doing more to solve problems,qnly would strengthen society.

) .0
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. saQiS?olitical stability. Similarly, greater effort at solving the country's

background. A&Gitional c

Improve@‘living standards for blacks and the poor certainly would enhance

problems ultimately would benefit §9cieﬁxﬂ'ﬂﬂeavyﬂvieweré' political response

to television thus could be considered socially "preservati?e," in the long

-

run, but not fiscally comservative. )\\ ) ‘//
'A second ma jor question raised by thts\enaiyggs concerns nouwhites'
political response t; television ' Generally they are believed to be
extra- respon51ve to the medium, but in this case heavy and light viewer§ in
the ?ouwhite sutgroup did not differ significantly in political conformism,

e ceﬁt on one iteh. It may be that the population-tased distinction drawn

be twelen "he;vyf vs. "light! viewing simply was not appropriate for -this

¢ subgroup. But at the same time it is quite likely that nonmwhites' poor integrition‘

into mainstream American society precludes typical responsiveness to cues in mass

media., In future reéeatch, this question miéht be addressed through detailed

!
study of political conformism within and across subgroups, in consideration jof
- N * S !

. - | ;
the neglected issue of teﬁsiou's differential level of effect due to res ondents‘

rol variables might usefully be considered as lf,\\\

as part of a larger effort to determlne the role of television as an agency of

political so:ializatioq;for adults and children.
in conjunction with, fesearch assessing television's importance.as ajl
he

political s ialization agency; the question of causation could receiye
: ®

attention it deserves. As a first consideration of a general relationship between

A exposure and politlcal conform cauyse-effect was not an iSSue for this

paper. But,based on the outcome of the research,now there are grounds to-

e
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. . ~
seriously consider the problem. Heavy viewers may watgh a lot of television

becaqge the;‘do not participate in the same amount or gxpe of ln;eraction as
V;thers. FPeeling a threatened existe;ce, they might watch teievision as a |
safe, "para;sociai" substitute for interaction. Anothér possibility is that

the strain of high-level sociopolitical conformity woul& encouraée submersionl
in a medium offering pleasant diversion without much effort. In this régard,
more information about heavy viewers' specific exposure patterns would be

-useful, plus some knowledge of motives in viewing.

Furthes attention should also be paid to the dependent variable, political

.

[N

conformism. Here, several of its aspects were explored, but thHere are of course

others. 1In the same vein, behaviors reflecting conformism specific to selected

aspects of television content could be studied. For examble, we could ask whether

* ’

heavy yiewérs would refuse. to voté women and minorities into political'office,
B . 2 e ’ -
given'these groups' TV portrayals as unimportant and weak. And would the heavy

>

viewers endorse the same liberal interpretation of suspects' rights ‘as TV police?
* In conclusibn, a considerable number of questions surrounds these findingf
: i i
’"for,a relationship between TV time and political conformism. However, the

'basic-point endures. Exposufe to television is not a-.trivial béhavior unworthy

_ vof study. In the political realm, in fact it may prove quite important.

LN
«
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.01 I(t-test)
.05 (t-test).v . -
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. ( h " Table 1 ’
o LIGHT AND HEAVY TV VIEWERS' DESIRED -GOVERNMENT ACTIONSZ |
1 . ' < -
s S “  Light —  Heavy
: © _Viewers ~ " Viewers t ) p
Govermment Action ) .
Improve standard of o,
,_1ife among the poor 3.2 3.6 -4,90 R
’ Do éven more to solve .
the'country's problems L 3.0 T 3.5 -6.25 *k
Help people ‘pay for: ) .
doctors and hospital . : -
.bills ’3‘3 3.8 ‘-5095 , *%
Reduce incéme 'd“ifference - . T .
Between rich aﬁd poor 3.% "~ 3.9 .=5.39 k%
. \ N .
. Improve standard of 11fe , \ o . ) T
: among blacks \ S 2.4 . - 2,6 -2.27 *
' defénse budget and ‘ | . i
S spen&mr&onjomesrwr . - — e c
problems : 3.0 . 3.2_ -1.91 - R
- \ . «*
See to it black and -t
white children go to .
the same schools ' 2.2 ~. 2,5 -2.97 ko
A=~ 630 460
' N . <
Maximm desire = 5, minimum = 1 Co ~ .
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; A ‘Table 3 R
o T, -~ 'LIGHT AND HEAVY TV VIEWERS' POLITICAL ACTIVITIES
- . ‘ - ~Light Heavy
. Viewers Viewers
< ' - . % ) * “
*  Membership in - g Y
’ ‘one’ Or more
organizations . 74.3 61.7
Voted in the 1974 s S
Congressional election 62,2 48.0 4,79
Voted in the 1972 .
.Presqidentia'l“election 74.8 - 61,3 4,64
R 630 460
‘- . . N -P . ¢
A%p .0l (t-test:for difference between percentages)
v, *p £ .05 (t-test for difference between percentages) "
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3.37 *%

ns

3.45 *%
-.0.73 ns

o
o
.
* *

. .70.64 ns ,

£ ot
- % , . 5 R N . .
Ve a’Maximum interest = 4, minimum = 1 . . . . . Pre s
. . S . Lo ' s RN

**p (. ,01l (t-test) . i . T S
*p < .05 (t-test) ;o R SN o -
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LIGHT AND HEAVY

A . e

Fear being taken ad-
. vantage of
Expect the /Eted
States (t:/o fight
‘another‘war within
10 Xeéfs .

T {g; it would be best
for the futyre of -~
the country to stay
out of world affairs

. . ,
.o .
// - *

e

b///f%ﬂde6

/ 7 .
ro01 (t-test- for difference between percentages)’
.05 (t=test for differe .

\
_///
.
-
-
-
. ~
~
¥ N
D «
———
4 PR e
‘e
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] .
-
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VIEWERS' PERCEPTIONS OF THREAT
IN INTERACTION

. 'Light
-:Viewers Viewghs
- Z/, %
32,1 50.4
70,2 75.6
. g v
31.6 L 47;2 ,
630 460
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